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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye ean find a man, if there be any that executeth 


judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremias, v. 1. 
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THE SABBATH. verts to Christianity, at the destruction 
Observations on the Sabbath, by Bi-||of their religious polity; and that it 
PTT never extended to the Gentile Chris- 
shop White, of Philadelphia, Se-\ ians. Of this there shall, be given. but 
nior Bishop of the Protestant Epis one proof, it being decisive to the 
copal Churches in Pennsyloania.— || point. It isin the second chapter of the 
Extracted from his Lectures on the || epist!e tothe Colossians, * Let no man, 
Catechism, printed in 1813. therefore, judge you in meat, or in 
drink. or in respect of an holy day, or 
‘** Fourth Commandment: ‘ Remem- | of the new moon, or of the Sabbath 
ber that thou keep holy the Sabbath days.’ Here the Sabbath is congsider- 
day: six days shalt thou labour and fied as falling with the whole body of 
do all that thon hast to do. But the || the ritual law of Moses. And this may 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord || show the reason on which our Church 
thy God. In it thou shalt do no man- }] avoids the calling of ber day of publie 
ner of work,’ &c. worship—— the Sabbath,’ It is never 
_ There are questions moved con- |! so called in the New Testament. And 
cerning the date of this appointment ; | in the primitive Church, the term ‘Sab- 
' its duration; and how far it is now batizing,’ carried with it the 
binding on the Christian Church. jof leaning to the abrogated observan- 
* The blessing of the seventh of ces of the law.” 
is mentioned in the twelfth chapter of 
Genesis, at the closing of the:creation, be 
but this is thought by some to have “THE LORD'S DAY. 
been done without any intimation of The principal authority relied on for 
an appointment in paradise, and only |} assigning a particular day as a Sab- 
to account for its being made to the || bath under the gospel, is the mention 
children of Israel, in the wilderness. || of “ the Lord’s day,’ Rey.i. 10. That 
Certain it is, that we meet with no in- || such reliance is wholly unwarranted, 
stance of an actual hallowing of the || might justly be supposed from the cir- 
Sabbath, until we reach the sixteenth |) cuinstance, that no such day is any 
chapter of Exodus: and the manner || where else mentioned in the Ne 
of the giving and the receiving of the || Testament, a thing scarcely possibl 
institution carries strong appearances |jto occur bad there been a particular 
of its not being familiar to the Israel-|}day in the week so designated, and 
ites. This seems not easily accounted || considered more holy than other days. 
for, if it had been observed by their || In confirmation of this view of the csae, 
patriarchal forefathers, of which also, || we will here present an extract from a 
there is not a hint in their history. book containing notes and tio 
‘In regard to its duration; it ap- ||on the Revelation, written by 
pears evident, that so far as regarded |j gers,* and printed in Boston in 1720, 
the authority of the injunction of the || ———_____—-— ~— 
Israelites, and unless some new obli- |}, *;We, presume this. is, the same. 
gation can be shown, the institution'l] Rogers, that. was bumed at, Smithfield in 
ceased ore in relation to Jewish con- Queen Mary’a reign. 
‘ou. X. 4 =. 
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re-printed by S. Green, New London, 
Conn. in 1817. 

«6 J was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.” 
Rev. i. 10. 

“This was the-Lord’s day of the 
Revelation of the things contained in 
this book, and John was the person 
that was to tarry till Christ did come 
and make them known to him, as ap- 
pears ‘by what the Lord Jesus hinted 
to Peter long before the time was 
come, even when he gave Peter that 
solemn charge to feed his lambs and 
sheep, bidding Peter follow him; up- 
on which charge given to Peter, and 
Peter seeing John following, he que- 
ries of Jesus concerning John, what 
was for him to do, as is to be seen, 
John xxi. 20, &c. * Then Peter turn- 
ing about, seeth the disciple whom Je- 
sus loved following; Peter seeing him 
suith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall 
this man do? Jesus saith unto him, If 
1 will that he tarry till 1 come, what is 
that to thee, follow thou me: Then 
went this saying abroad among the 
brethren, that this disciple should not 
die; yet Jesus said not unto him, he 
shall not die; but if I will that he tar- 
ry till I come, what is that to thee.’— 
l'rom hence we may observe that the 
Lord Jesus hinted to Peter that he had 
a work also for his servant John to do, 
tho’ then not understood by the breth- 
ren who thought he should not die, but 
now the Lord’s day of the Revelation 
of what is contained in this book is 
come, for John hath now tarried till 
the Lord is come, as appears, in the 
18th and 19th verses,‘l am he that 
liveth and was dead, &c. Write the 
aa oy thou hast seen, and the 
‘things which are, and the things whi 
shall be hereafter.” Berne 

“Some have groundlessly and scrip- 
turelessly imagined this Revelation to 
be on a cA “y of the week, but see- 
Ing no such thing is revealed in th 
+ aa - it a materia! ‘thing to 

ie opening of the history itself: it is 
altogether fruitless; fF ‘reason itself 


will tell us, that it contained ‘some con-|} 











siderable time more ‘thin «dne day, 
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for John wrote those visions as he 
saw and heard them, as throughout 
the book itself appears; as for in- 
stance, chapter x. 4. ‘And when 
the seven thunders had uttered their 
voices, | was about to write, and | 
heard a voice from heaven, saying to 
me, seal up those things which the se- 
ven thunders uttered, and write them 
not.’ ‘Thus the Lord’s day of revela- 
tions and visions which John saw, con- 
tinued till he had accomplished the 


writing of them.” 








[From the Daily Albany Argus.) 

If a person who was a stranger 
among us, had been present in the 
house of assembly at Albany on the 
21st inst. he would have supposed that 
there was an established religion in the 
country. "The general assembly of the 
Presbyterian church and the synod of 
the Dutch Reformed church had re- 
commended the next day, Thursday 
the 22d, as a day of fasting, humilia- 
tion and prayer, in consequence, as 
was stated, of the “crying’’ sins of the 
land, and among the rest, of the * ery- 
ing sin of intemperance.’’ A motion 
was made that the house of assembly 
should not do business on that day, but 
should adjourn until Friday; and to my 
utter astonishment, the motion was car- 
ried. [ask again, Mr. Editor, would 
not a stranger to the nature of our civil 
and ecclesiastical polity have reason 
to suppose, that the Presbyterian and 
Dutch Reformed religions were the 
established religion of the country? 
For, on what other principle was it / 
justifiable in the house of assembly t0 ” 
recognise the recommendations and 
acts of the general assembly of the 
Presbyterian church, or the synod of 
the Dutch Reformed church? If it be 
said, that the same deference would be 
paid to the recommendations and acts 
of the general conference of the Me 
thodist church, or of the general ass0- 
ciation of the Baptist church, or of the 
general convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal chureh, &c. &e. then, 4ét 
me ask, are the members of the house 














“the erying sin of intemperance,” the 
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of assembly prepared to fast, and bum- 
ble themselves, and pray; ets 
the ecclesiastical judicatories of the 
numerous sects of our country pre- 
scribe these duties? ‘The mere state- 
ment of the question proves the ex- 





treme inconvenience to which the pre- 
eedent which they have established 
would subject them. 

But further, Mr. Editor, the prece- 
dent is as dangerous in its appheation 
as it would be inconvenient. Our holy 
religion is never more dishonoured, and 
her hallowed influence never more per- 
verted, than when she is made the ob- 
sequious instrument of state power, and 
state power becomes most tremendous 
in its operations when guided by the 
arm of religious zeal. Is it not appa- 
rent, then, that the house of assembly 
of the legislature of New York, in giv- 
ing the sanction of the state to the day 
of fasting, humiliation and prayer, re- 
commended by the Presbyterian gene- 
ral assembly and the Dutch Reformed 
synod, have in principle sanctioned tivis 
unhallowed connexion between church 
and state’? Have they not indeed con- 
ferred a particular mark of favour to cer- 
tain religious denominations, by paying 
so much deference to their ecclesiasti- 
cal recommendations as to suspend the 
public business ? 

And where, Mr. Editor, viewing this 
matter as a precedent, js it to end? If 
the Presbyterian general assembly re- 
commend this year a day of fasting, 
humiliation and prayer, on account of 


next year they may recommend a simi- 
lar observance, in consequence of the 
erying sin, that the Cengress of the 
United States have refused (should 
this be the fact) to prevent the .trans- 
portation of the mail on Sunday, and 
the legislature must again adjourn for 
the purpose of observing the day, if 
they follow the precedent which they 
have this year, established. : Perhaps 
other societies may -have| 
other days,of destion, and humiliation, 
and prayer, for other. purposes. The 


$e 
serve them all, or shew an undue pre- 
ference to one or more religious de- 
nominations; and thus State dignity, 
authority, and influence are rendered 
subservient to Church policy, contrary 
to the genius of our government, to the 





nn 


provisions of our constitution, and to 
the best interests of both religion and 
the state. 

These remarks are correct, what- 
ever may be the religious sect to whom 
this marked deference is paid, But 
there are facts which should direct the 
particular apprehensions of the friends 
of religious freedom, and of religious 
and political rights, to the proceedings 
of the Presbyterian general assembly. 
This body have formed a connexion 
with large portions of the Congrega- 
tionalists of New-England. They meet 
annually, and are organizing associa- 
tions for bringing the power. of the 
state to support and enforce their 
views of religious and moral duties. 
An agent of their general society for 
enforcing the observance of the Sab- 
hath, declared in a sermon preached 
at Utica, in this state, that we had de- 
generated from the good old principles 
and practices of our puritan forefa- 
thers; that we must return to the pu- 
rity from which we had fallen; that the 
Church must assert her rights, and en- 
force them if necessary “at the pois” 
—thus introducing a religious estab- 
lishment; and of the worst kind. For 
how lamentable would be the effects of 
religious conflicts even at our eleetions 
for civil officers ? And what then would 
be the security of the religious minori- 
ties of the community from the over- 
whelming sway of the most numerous 
and powerful sect? 

Let then all those Presbyterians who 
would deprecate an union of church and 
state; let every religious sect whe would 
preserve their rights; let every friend to 
the purity of our civil and religions. in- 
stitutions, oppose all attempts, however 
indirect, of any denomination of-Chris- 
tians, to bring under their influesce the 
power of the state, 4:05 daw be 








pliant he consistent, must ob- 


|. Bteught to be meniioned :that aire- 
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table minority of the house of as- 
steht soning of individuals of all 
Christian’ denominations, opposed the 
measure which has called forth these 
animadversions; and it is presumed, 
many voted in favour of it without ad- 
verting to the dangerous precedent 
which it establishes. 


| 


j 





[From the Albany Daily Advertiser. 

The adjournment of the House of 
Assembly on the 22nd ult. in conse- 
quence of the observance of that day 
in fasting and prayer, by two of the 
churches: in this city, for “ the sin of 
intemperance,” was an act unprece- 
dented in the annals of our legislation ; 
and it was as derogatory to the cha- 
racter of the representatives of a free 
and enlightened people, as it may be 
dangerous to the welfare of our civil 
institutions. 

The act was without precedent. It 
sets an example, which, if fellowed, 
will lead to the worst and most deplo- 
rable consequences. 

Although the honourable member 
who moved an adjournment of the 
House, did not intend an “union o 
church and state,” when he made the 
proposition, it does appear to me, as it 
must to every person who reflects on 
the subject, that it was not only impo- 
litic, as being uncalled for and unex- 
pected, but that it was compromising 
the representative character in an ex- 
traordinary degree, by paying a defer- 
ence to, and exhibiting a fear of, 
“church judicatories,” which, if per- 
sisted in, must eventuaily result in the 
establishment of another holy inquisi- 
tion, 

As respects the church, I have no 
— a ws observance of days of 

ing or rayer, for any purposés 
whatever, when éondueted ~within its 
own limits. But when it attempts to 
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(and most devoutly do we pray it may 
not) that the only thing we have tw 
fear for the stability of our govern. 
ment, is the ascendency of a hierar. 
chy, we need not be surprised. ‘We 
have had warning after’ warming to 
guard against any attempts that tend- 
ed to endanger the enjoyment of our 
liberties. Jf, therefore, we lose them, 
the fault is ours, but their loss would 
be irrédeenrable. ’ 
If there can be any thing that can 
carry terror to the mind, it Is the pre- 
dommancy of an exclusive and uncon- 
trolled ecclesiastical government. The 
people should awake and resist every 
encroachment upon their civil privile- 
ges. When once the tyranny of reli- 
gious fanatacism controls the consei- 
ences and the acts and the lives of 
men, woe be to the existence of our 
civil freedom. 

Are we not fast hastening to that 
crisis! 

CHURCH AND STATE. 
[From the Boston Bulletin.) 


For many years it has been the un- 


f|| ceasing purpose of some men to estab- 


lish a connexion between the civil and 
religious concerns of this country, si- 
milar to that which has, in some shape 
or other, been maintained in most of 
the European nations, from time im- 
memorial. Now and then this dispo- 
sition breaks out in some new form— 
and propositions of a specious nature 
are incidentally laid before the nation- 
al or roe councils, the ultimate, tho’ 
not perhaps the apparent object of 
which, is, the iavelatii of ox cap and 
religion—or in other words, the erec 
tion of an edifice c of equal 
proportions of civil and ecclesiastical 
materials. With the motives of these 
industrious, and. possibly sincere indi- 
viduals, it is not our business to inter- 





exert an influence foreion to the great 
and benevolent objects which oupe to 
dictate and regulate it, | must, for one, 
enter my protest against its unwarran- 
ted and unbecoming’ proceédi 

If the ‘prediction should be 







ng. 
verified, !ithe 
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of propriety, moral or political, as are | a free government requires not merely 
generally received.and acknowledged, || that the metes and bounds which sepa- 

Among the most recent projects ||rale each department of power be uni- 
tending to produce. this unhallowed || versally maintained; but more espe; 
union, by the iateoduction of sectarian |} cially, that neither of them be suffered 
questions befare the. national Jegisla-||to overleap the great barner .which 
ture, is, that. of. preventing, the trans- || defends the rights of the people. The 
portation of intelligence by means of jj rulers who are guilty of such an en- 





-_——_ 














the publi¢ mails, op the first day of the 


week, . ' 

The dangerous and anti-republican 
tendency of legislating at all on mat- 
ters that lie wholly and exclusively be- 
tween man and his Maker, is placed 
in a streng light, in the annexed ex- 






croachment, exceed the commissi 
from which they derive their autherity, 
nd are tyrants. The people who 

mit to it are governed by laws,m 
neither by themselves, nor any authe- 
rity derived from them, and are slaves. 


‘To say that legislative enactments 
bs tracts frou “a memorial and remon-||are requisite for the support, of the 
_ ~_strapee to, the legislature of Virginia, |) Christian religion, is a contradiction 
' on the religious: rights of man; writ-||to the Christian geligion. itself; for 


ten in, 1784-5, at the request of the 


every page of it _disavows a depen- 


religious society of Baptists in that |} dence onthe. powers of \this world: it 
state,” by James Madison. is.a contradiction to fact; for it is 
* We hold.it fora ‘fundamental and || known that this religion both, existed 
undeniable truth,’ that religion, or the |}and flourished, not only without the 
duty which we owe to our Crea pport of human laws, but in spite of 
and the manner of discharging it, can |}every opposition from them, and not 
be directed only, by reason and con-|| only during the period of miraculous 
viction, not by force or violence. The || aid, but long after it had been left to its 
religion, then, of every man, must be||own evidence, and the ordinary care 
left to the conviction and conscience || of Providence. Nay, it is a contradic- 
of every man; and it is the right of'| tion in terms; fora religion not invent- 
every man to exercise it as these may || ed by human policy must have pre-ex- 
dictate. This right is, in its nature, |jisted and been supported before it was 
an unalienable right, It is unaliena-|jestablished by human policy. It is, 
ble, because the opinions of men, de-|| moreover, to weaken in those who 
pending only on the evidence contem- }| profess this religion a pious confidence 
"plated in their own minds, cannot fol-|/in its innate excellence, and the patro- 
___ low the dictates of other men: it is}|nage of its author; and to foster in 
unalienable, also, because what is here || those who still reject it, a suspicion 
a right towards man, is a duty towards || that its friends are too conscious of its 
the Creator. It is the duty of every || fallacies to trust it to its own merits. 
man to render the Creator such ho-|| “ Torrents of blood have been spilt 
mage, and such only, as he believes to||in the world in vain attempts of the 
be acceptable to him. secular arm to extinguish religious 
“If religion be exempt from the |j discord, by proscribing all difference 
authority of society at large, still less || in religious opinions. Time, at length, 























can it be subject to that of the legisla- 
tive body. The latter are but the crea- 
tures and vicegerents, of the former. 
Their jurisdiction is both derivative 
and limited: — It is limited with regard 
to the co-ordinate departments: more 
necessarily is it limited with regard to 
the constituents. The preservation of 





has revealed the true remedy. Every 
relaxation of narrow and rigorous pol 
cy, wherever it has been tried, has 
found to assuage the disease. The 
American theatre has exhibited proofs, 
that equal and com i » if it 
does not wholly eradicate it, ient- 
ly destroys its malignant influence on 
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ith and prosperity of the State. | our teachers and our ‘guides. 

ade the sabatany ellect of this sys-||are so; but they are something more, 
ten under our own eyes, we begin to | They are a perpetual brotherhood of 
contract the bounds of religious frée-|jiron; a perpetual “aristocracy, with 
dom, we know no name that will ‘teo | power to add to thei? numbers ‘forev. 
severely reproach our folly. er. ‘They are a privileged body-in the 

“« Attempts to enforce by legal sanc- broadest, and peradventure in the most 
tions, acts obnoxious to a great pro-|/alarming sense of the term ; ‘for 
portion of citizens, tend to enervate)) are privileged from a reproof, and 
the laws in general, and to slacken the |) about as much as lawyers are from {é- 
bands of society. If it be difficult to}| gal accountability. Let’ thein behave 
execute any law which is not generally|/as they will too, they are so knit to- 
deemed necessary or salutary, what|| gether with all the ‘finer; the more 
must be the case where it is deemed || complicated, and the more’ sensitive 
invalid and dangerous? And‘ what|| entanglements of society, that it is ve- 
may be the effect of so striking an) ry difficult ever to establish their ‘un- 
example of impotency in the Govern-|| worthiness by proof, and yet more dif | 
ment on its general authority ?”” ficult to ever punish thetn for it. Their — 

people know them to be guilty; but | 

[From the Boston Literary Gazetie.] || they conspire together to deceive them- 

It may be Very true that our people || selves, their preacher ‘and society, by 
are governed by the lawyers—for the || hiding the truth. To betray him were § 
lawyers not only make tlie law, bat|}to betray the cause; to punish him, | 
they expound the law, they teach the|/wére either a blow at religion itself, — 
law, and they administer the law. But/} or a presumptuous intermeddling with 
then, who are they that govern the|| the chief attribute of the Most High. 
lawyers? I answer, the preachers.—|| Such is what may be called the bene 
Who are they that are acting together || of the clergy here. | | 
as a multitude of chief captains, each|| ‘Power is corrupting—wealth is cor- 
with an army at his back, and all hea-|! rupting. But such power as the priest- 
ving with a multitude of levers at the |] hood of our country now enjoy; such | 
same object—the very foundations of | wealth—for they are provided for, as | 
society? The preachers. They may |j no other class of the community ever 
differ in power, and their machinery || was, and are never satisfied—wete 
may be more or less complicated, and|| enough to destroy the sublimest virtue 
their huge levers may vary in length;|| that ever inhabited the bosoms of a 
but they always agree in whatever may || peculiar body. What they get, they 7 
be necessary for domination, perpetu-|| keep, and they are always getting. 
ity, or strength. Is it not so? They|} We never hear of a ditninution of the | 
would have power—more power—and salary, but augmentations occur every 
they already have too much; more || day. We never hear of a relinquish 1 
than it was ever safe to intrust with || ment, a lopping off, or a forfeiture of 


any body of men that ever breathed ives 
the breath of life. How are they to tim mcr afindtn| Sage th 


the diary of churches, o jogra- 
be withstood? By treating them as we phy of mittens, we oul oat wie | 
treat others. How are they to be|ldy, they have been always adding to 
made faithful? By setting a guard|| their privilege and their power in this 
round about their path by night and| country as in every other.* Already 
by day, and compelling them to act up | 


to their professions. If the i * Th i re 
. y are sin-|} | he present increase of infidelity ia 

oo they will thank us for it; and se- this country, may be attributed ry the 
7 ¢, They profess to bell with the consequent pacts and , 
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are they beginning to be dissatisfied 
with the fare of the early fathers, who 
built up the churches they are now 
occupying with such profit and with 
so little hazard; to wear purple and 
fine linen—generally the finest ; to live 
in large houses, to enjoy the chief lux- 
uries of the day, costly furniture, and 
rich food. 

They are not satisfied even with 
this. Already are they*beginning to 
secure what they have, as others do, 
in perpetuity—to have not only them- 
selves but their families provided for, 
and their children established in life, 
before they will consent to put on the 
livery of their Master. Already are 
they beginning to show that they are 
afraid to trust Him who has declared 
that he will be a husband to the widow 
and a father to the fatherless—afraid 
to go forth as they are commanded in 
the Scriptures which they pretend to 
receive as their law, taking no heed 
for the morrow, but trusting altoge- 
ther for their pay to Him, whose pro- 
phet of old was fed by the ravens ; and 
already throughout all the churches of 
our land, we have their interpretation 
of that other Scripture, whereby they 
would have us believe that our duty 
here is to sell what we have and give 
it to the poor, in the vaulted roofs, 





generacy of the clergy. Their number, 
ease and influence here, have now ap- 
proached nearly to the same state as im 
the different countries of Europe, and to 
complete the similarity, they are endea- 
vouring to acquire power and ascendency 
in the government. All the while they are 
crying out against the increase of infidels, 
when they themselves are the principal 
cause of all the infidelity in the land, for 
wherever christianity is pure and genuine, 
infidelity cannot thrive or even exist. If 
all who are called christians, were willing 
to lay down their lives for the truth of the 
gospel, and it was their chief concern, 
their meat and drink to do what is truly 
right and just in all things, those denomi- 
nated infidels would soon discover the 
mistake they are under, and confess of a 
truth that there was a reality in the reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ, and that it has pro- 
eae from a heavenly and oo origin, 
d. Ref. 
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and carved pillars, and huge spires— 
in the vessels of pure silver—in ‘the 
costly woods, the rich velvets, the 
magnificent chandeliers, the cushions 
and the carpets—in the superb drape- 
ry of crimson silk that we find pitched 
in every House of the Lord, and sup- 
ported with laurel wreaths, like the 
tent of a warrior—throwing its blood- 
colored lustre far and wide over the 
altars of Peace and the oat: jof 
Love. 

‘They are a privileged body, in ano- 
ther sense of the word. ‘Their per- 
sons are sacred—their opinions—their 
very language. They enjoy a stupen- 
dous monopoly ;-their shadow is from 
the marriage bed to the grave. In 
sickness and in health, by night and 
by day, they are aboutus and upon us. 
We have no escape, no refuge. One 
seventh part of the whole productive 
power of Christendom, they have at 
their disposal on the Sabbath, and still 
they are not satisfied. ‘They would 
have another and another day set 
apart for worship under their direc- 
tion; and another and another privi- 
lege added to what they now enjoy, until 
the only privilege left to us, even here, 
would be to labour for them as the 
mén of Europe have laboured hitherto 
for their abominable priesthood—-main- 
taining the lowltest of them in a style 
of which the apostles would have been 
ashamed. 

They have done yet more. They 
have gone yet farther. Occupying, as 
they do, all the approaches to “ ano- 
ther and a better world’’——lining, as 
they do, with extended arms and out- 
stretched hands, both sides of the way 
through which all generations of men 
must pass—making every body pay 
toll in some shape or other, at every 
step of the journey from the cradle to 
the grave--their ingenuity shows itself 
in no other thing so much as in this. 
They have managed to make a myste- 
ry of religion, to. persuade others to 
pay them something for explaining 
that mystery, (as if the air and sun- 
shine of heaven, or the pure water of 
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earth, to be enjoyed must be under- 
stood) and they have managed, more- 
over; so to sanctify their particular 
trade—the trade of preaching-—a 
trade our youth are put apprentice 
to, as evidently as they are to shoe- 
making, tailoring, or law—-they have 
managed, I say, so to hallow and sanc- 
tify their particular trade, that men 
who follow other trades for a wins 
appear to rejoice in their own tnferi- 
ority. Need I say more to show the 
peril and extent of the power enjoyed 
already by the holy brotherhood of our 


- — 
his kingdom trom, and of its i 
dence on the world, Christ left bis dis. 
ciples without any means which humap 
wisdom would have suggested for their 
support: giving them as their only ge. 
curity, the word of bis promise ; yet jn 
order to strengthen their confidence in 
his providential care, he referred them 
to the birds of heaven, and the lilies 
of the field, which without concerp 
for the future, were daily supplied 
from his beneficent hand. 

But no sooner had Christ “ ascend: 
ed to the right hand of the Majesty on 


. 








country, or the depth and breadth of 
their ecclesiastical foundations ! 

For the Reformer. 
THE RELIGION OF JESUS CHRIST. 

This religion, unlike every other, 
whether ancient or modern, discards 
as auxiliaries to its cause, the wisdom, 
wealth and power of the world. How 
plausible soever may be the idea of 
promoting piety with these means, a 
close investigation of the religion of 
the New Testament, will convince eve- 
ry unprejudiced mind, that true chris- 
tianity depends not in any way what- 
ever, either for its existence or suc- 
cess, on the wisdom of man, the in- 
fluence of wealth, or the aid of civil 
power. And the history of the Church 
bears ample testimony that in propor- 
tion as the ministers of Christ (so 
called) have aimed at excelleney of 
speech, or of wisdom, in declaring the 
counsel of God, or have had the con- 
trol of monied institutions as a means 
of security, or have been aided by the 
civil power, in the same proportion 
have tyranny and intolerance prevail- 
ed in the church. 

The substitution of human for divine 
wisdom, has been the fruitful source of 
every evil in the church of Christ. In 
the midst of the most severe persecu- 
tions and privations, both Christ and 
his apostles pursued indefatigably their 
course without asking in aid of their 
cause, the wisdom, the wealth, or the 
power of man. And in order the more 
fully to prove the entire abstraction of 


high,”’ than human wisdotn hovered as 
it were around this heavenly system, 
and perceiving herself totally excluded 
therefrom, having neither part nor lot | 
in the matter, applied herself to the 
invention of schemes by which to gam 
an entrance. And well knowmg that [| 
she never could succeed in any Claimas | 
to its production or in any way be able 
to promote its true interest, the better — 
to aid her in her purpose of deception, 
she acknowledged the divinity of its 
origin, and at the same time discover- 
ed with an eagle's eye an opening at 
which she might be likely to gain an 
entrance, and that was, proposing to 
aid in the promotion of its cause. She 
made the effort; and how far she has | 

succeeded church history fully dis J 
closes. The faggot, rack, and various 
other torments have exhibited appal- 
ling evidences that she has succeeded, 
alas, too well; and the present corrupt 
state of the world proves that she has 
dethroned pure religion, and on its 
ruins erected a popular fabric on her 
own principles, making spiritual good 
to depend on monied schemes, while 
the real tendency of those: schemes is 
to enrich the coffers of the priesthood 
| and thus promote corruption, J. W. 


-_ 








For the Reformer. 
Western Theological Seminary. 
_ Two or three years ago, a strong — 
rivalship existed between the Presby- 
terian clergy of different places to se 
cure the location of the “Western 
Theological Seminary” in their re- 
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_ spective neighbourhoods. Knowing 


' the value of money in all operations 
of this kind, great etiorts were made 
by the clergy of Pittsburg, Cincinnati, 
and other places, each to exhibit at the 
next meeting of the General Assembly 
the greatest amount of subscriptions 
to that object. To mduce persons 
unable or not willing to pay a large 
~ sum m hand, their subscriptions were 

_ taken payable in five or ten years, each 
year to pay five or ten dollars, the ag- 
gregate making 50 te 100 dollars. 

But the most ingenious meastire 








most beautiful part thereof had not 
the independence and public spirit of 
one man arrested them at the onset.» 
Whether the very worthy; man ap- 
pointed principal vot that institution: 
became disgusted with the graspuig 
and persecuting management of its 
affairs, or whether he thinks their sue- 
cess doubtful, | know not. it is said, 
however, that he has made arrange- 
ments to resign his office and return 
again to his pastoral duties, provided 
his parishioners will receive him again 
in that capacity. The work is at « 


: ey ali others to swell the total sum is vet || stand, and a suit at law commenced ~ 


to be told. You no doubt, Mr. Editor, |} a gentleman on his own behalf, and 


have heard of the tricks played by land 
jobbers on some of the credulous spec- 
_ ulators ef your city of brotherly love, 


by surveying the mountams of. our 


' state, locating large cities, mill-seats, 
' &c. on the tops of the Allegirenies, 


"all handsomely laid down upon paper, 


and selling farms, water-rights and town 


' lots not worth one cent the square mile, 





that of the public generally, to prevent 
further trespass. So for once there 
has been found a man g suf 
ficient independence and hardihood to 


|assert his rights, even in the teeth of 


persecution and intolerance. He cer-- 
tainly is under their displeasure, and 
must meet its consequences for daring 


to question their right to usurp pro- 


io the coffee-house dupes at large pri-|| perty: not belonging to them, or 


On one occasion a swindling || which they mever can obtain a legal. 


tullow surveyed the Susquehanna river |j title. 


durimg a severe frost, and actually sold 


This is one amongst the thousand 


his title {ur a very handsome sum. Our j|and one plans adopted and means re- 


reverend gentlemen, taking the exam- 
ple and inspired with confidence at the 
success of those mountain and river 


* _ jobbers, surveyed seventeen acres of 
_ the public common ground belonging 
to Alleghenytown, which they call 17,- 


_ 000 dollars, and add it to their sub- 
' scription list. This swelled the total 
amount so much beyond that of any 
other place, that the General Assem- 
bly could no longer hesitate. The 


Ry il « Western ‘Theological Seminary” is 
located at Aileghenytown, with all the 


necessary appendages of committees, 
presidents, &c. And pursuing ‘with 
the usual arrogance of the cloth their 
usurpations of the nghts of others, anz! 
no doubt supposing they could with a 
frown put down all opposition, they 
actually commenced operations for the 
erection of seminary buildings upon'the 

ground, and would no doubt have taken 








sorted to by the clergy in our country 
to obtain an undue influence: aad as- 
cendency, but, as in this case, they 
sometimes push the matter too: far 
and fail in their attempts.  B. J. 
Pittsburg, February 14, 1829. 





DEFERRED ARTICLE. 
[F'rom the National Gazeite. } 

The subject of the “ transportation 
and opening of Mails and the delivery 
of letters, &c. on the Sabbath,”’ with 
a view to their interdiction by act of 
Congress, is now before the House of 
Representatives, under circumstances 
that ought to awaken the attention of 
every friend and advocate of religious 
nights. ‘The very circumstance that 
the representatives of the people are 
legislating upon “ religious rights,’ is 
an infraction of them. They have no- 
thing to do with them ;—they are re- 


ond enclosed seventeen acres of the ltsined hy ‘the peojie in their- own 
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hands, as the only safe repository, 
having the evidence of ages and na- 
tions, that legislative bodies, in 
their interferences, even upon pre- 
tences the most plausible, have unt- 
formly done more or less evil and no 
good. If, therefore, Congress should 
proceed to pass any law to secure 
these rights to their constituents, how- 
ever unexceptionable in all its provi- 
sions, it would be an assumption of 
power that does not belong to that 
body, and ought to be viewed as an 
entering wedge that may be driven to 








| 


all'| proving that congress shall by a solemp | 





a fearful degree at some future time. 
Besides—Congress are greatly 1m- 
posed upon by the tenor of petitions 
that are calculated to convey the im- 
pression, that the people in every part 
of the union are praying with one ac- 
cord for legislative interference with 
the powers of the Post Master Gene- 
ral, when the Memorials had their ori- 
gin in a COMBINATION of men, whose 
object is Nor to obtain relief from le- 
gal impositions upon their own con- 
aciences, but to interfere with the pub- 
lic service, and to free other people 
from burthens that do not exist!’ To 
accomplish this object, a hidden one 
in its major part, it appears that cir- 
cular letters, dated “ New York, De- 
cember 10th, 1828,” signed by a “ pi- 
ous committee,” were sent through 
the medium of the Post Office, free of 
expense, to upwards of seven thousand 
persons, if every Post Master was ad- 
dressed as I was addressed, urging the 
preparation of memorials and imme- 
diate measures to have them exten- 
sively signed and forwarded to Wash- 
ington. Nay more, the Post Masters 
were requested to engage in the cause 
of the committee “the most influential 
men” in every vicinity, “and urge them 
to write to members of the government 
and members of Congress with whom 
they might be acquainted’?! No won- 
der that it has an imposing aspect, and 
that it sustains respectful attention from 
the representatives of the people, as the 
association have thus effected the pro- 
ductions of hundreds of petitions to sub- 
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serve their covert and secret purposes, 
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Their first step is obvious and declared; 


prohibition, under exemplary penalties, 
sanction the religious observance of\a 
Sabbath in the first day of the week, 
regardless of the conscientious persua- 
sions of their fellow citizens, who be 
lieve that the seventh day, not the first, 
is the true Sabbath, and who may next 
claim, and quite as reasonably too, that 
Congress shall prohibit the mails tobe 7 
transported or opened upon the seventh | 
day of the week, for their rehef. 
But, av I said before, it is not relief 
they are seeking:—it Is In my Opinion — 
an experiment to determine, whether | 
congress can be prevailed upon through © 
their influence upon the influential men © 
whom they have enlisted, to make this 
plausible concession to them, and if they © 
succeed, no man alive can tel] to what | 
length they will require them to follow “7 
out and perfect their whole design * 7 
if the mail contractors an! Post — 
Masters were to go before Congress, 
to plead a conscientious right to be 
excused from public service on the 
Scriptural Sabbath, the serenth day of 
the week, or on the first day, the Sab- 
bath of the petitioners, the case would | 
be somewhat diflerent,—but even then 
it would be a burlesque, as any one can 
resign his commission when its duties 
violate his conscience. But. having 
served the department for many yeats 
as a Post Master, and subsequently as 
an agent for the transportation of the 
United States’ mail, | can testify that 
there is no reasonable ground for this ” 
“Pious Association’ to be distressed 
upon the account of Post Masters ot 
Contractors. There is not one halfof 
the time necessarily devoted in ordt 
nary Post Offices, or even by drivers 
of mail carriages, on the first. day ol 
the week. that farmers are absolutely 
obliged to devote to the care of theif 
stock, &c.—and all their duties cal 
be performed, except, perhaps, some- 


* It affords us much satisfaction to oe 


































that the designs of the clergy are so fully 


discovered —Ed. Ref 


ormer. . 3 








therefore send you my thoughts on the 
|_| subject of stopping the mails on Sunday 
| for the consideration of my fellow citi- 
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‘times’ in large cities, , without! any in- 
-terription to the desired rest aud’ re- 
tirement, or to the attendarive of reli- 


gious meetings. 


-Esotor Kiss. 


ng For the sinasleiend 
wa (Communicated from a Baptist’ preacher 
ek at the !south.} od 

Mr. Editer—\ esteem it a privilege 


| etieBerton. 


| _ and a‘ benefit to society that you pre- 


sentthe ©piniens of men m your valaa- 
ble papery without fee or reward: | 


zens equally imerented % in the qeneas 
with myselfies 


It isa saben jealousy. to sake: an 


: al alarm’ at the-first attempt on the: liber- 
~ - “ty of conscience in this country.’ The 
>  hberties we'now enjoy were purehased 


by our forefathers at an immense ex- 
pense of ‘blood and treasure, and if 
once lost may be lost forever to us and 


~~ our children, and our'children’s chil- 


dren, to the Inindredth generation.— 
And might they not justly reproach us 
for our unguardedness and inattention 


‘. _ In not preserving that which 1s of such 


inestimable value as to be a ae be- 
yond all price. 

We are not to wait iintil usurped 
power has strengthened itself by en- 
_ tangling the question and riveting itself 


_ ‘by law. Who is so blind ‘as not to see 

a that the same authority that can estab- 

lish the first day of the week, in exch- 
- sion of all other days, for the Sabbath, 


to the disregard of the Jews and others. 
who according to the decalogue, hold 
Saturday for the Sabbath, (and who as 


~~ citizens of a free government have as 
____. much right to ask congress to establish 
the seventh day for the Sabbath as any 


sect has to petition for establishing the 
first) I say, who does not perceive that 


‘ ¥ ~ the same authority that can establish 
_. the first day of the week, as the Sab- 


' bath, can establish a particular sect 
and mode of religion to the’ infringe- 
ment of the rights of all) other sects? 
Indeed ‘stopping the mails on the first 





oe 


: 








day! of the ‘week, I presume, was in- 
tended but’as an entering wedge for 
more ant and restrictive demands. 
And if Congress have authority to de- 
cide on the particular day men are to 
observe for the Sabbath, and order the 
business they shall do or not do on that 
day; they have equal authority to decide 
on what other religious duties we shall 
perform, what opinions we shalt hold, 
and to what sect we shall belong—and 


affix pains and penalties~for all non- 
complidnee. 


The barrier which hin- 
ders' Congress ‘from intermeddling im 
religious concerns and opinions once 
overstepped, there is no legitimate 
stopping place, and all the unhappy 
consequences which have been expe- 
rienced in other countries may follow 
in train—particularly when the same 

s which have induced Congress 
to make ‘the first step, stand ready to 
urge them on to another and another 
with a zeal and ardour proportioned 
to their suecess. In a free govern- 
ment like this, all men are entitled to 
the free exercise of their religious sen- 
timents and opmions, according to the 
dictates of their own consciences, as 
well with respect to the Sabbath as 
every other religious observance—for 
it is a matter between man and ‘his 
Maker—and for Congress to attempt 
to legislate for mens’ consciences would 
be the most dangerous ground that the 
legisiators of a free government: could 
put their foot upon. 

Is Congress to be our judge with re- 
spect to the religions duties we are to 
perform? [f the natural man knoweth 
not the things of the spirit of God, nei- 
ther can know them, legislators for the 
regulation of secular concerns are not 
fit persons to judge of religious truth. 
And are the zealous petitioners to 
Congress for stopping the mails. on 
Sunday more religious than. ‘their 
neighbours, or are their opinions more 
correct than those of other sects, that 
they should call'‘on Congress to accede 
to their views and comply with their 
requirements, without any regard to 
the sentiments and opinions of others 
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religious 
that. has 
ential the rack. and peopled the dun- 
yeous of the inquisition. This spirit, 
when artned with seeulan power, has 
indeed ever been the, carse ant.scourge 
of the human race, while at, the same 
time it pretended to be doing all for 














the glory of God and the good of men. 
Countless thousands haye been the 
vietims that have been offered up to 
appease the vengeance of pretended 
religionists in their views and exposi- 
tions of divine truth. 
The enactment of a law for stopping 
the mails on Sunday could not be ne- 
cessary for the support of cwil govern- 
ment in any of jts departments—lence 


if enacted, it must have been done||: 


wholly on religious grounds. This 
must have been foreseen by the peti- 
tioners, whose aim, no doubt, was to 
gain religious influence im the civil 
government of the country as a first 
step for more bold and open measures 
for the attainment of power and as- 
cendency. C. H. 


[From the National Intelligencer. } 

GentLemen—Though a plain going 
farmer, I have been a constant reader 
of your judiciously condueted paper 
for many years; in which time I have 
not met with any thing (not even the 
masterly messages of our worthy presi- 
dent, or the lucid letters on the tariff 
hy our honored ex-president Madison) 
which is, in my estimation, more wor- 
thy of “all acceptation,” than the re- 
port of the honorable senator Johnson, 


on the subject of the transportation of | 









|| now than formerly; for it is not a net 


a 
not believe “an angel from the right 
ew the throne” could have. takep 
‘a soynder,view of the subject than be 
has done in his report, either in refer. 
enee te the precepts of the gospel, or 
the duties of government under our 
constitution, 1 wish particularly that 

the petitioners may read My Me 
to be convinced :that, however good 
ir intentions may have been they 
have acted on an unsound principle, 
by asking the government 4o *do-to 
others what they would not; be willing 
should be done to them ;”*. thus viela- 
ting that tnportant christian precept 
om whieh “ — all the law, and athe 
” Whatever catise we have 
had to “fear the influence of the mik- 
tary mmanin,’’ we have more to dread 
the influence of religious bigotry, if it 
should once succeed im geaimng. the 
use of the strong arm of the law.) 
Respectfully yours. ov 
LIVE AND LET LAVE. 

(From Plain Truth. 
THE TIMES. 

It has been with no small degree of 
pleasure, that we have witnessed the 
complete failure of the attempt which 
has heen made to bind sy Law the 
consciences of the rree MEN of this 
country. Wethink no worse nor bet 
ter of priestcraft and its concomitants, 








sentiment with us, that it has long beda 
the determination of that class of men, 
Who seem wedded, body and soul; to 
the dogmas of prespyTRERIANISM, © 
establish in this free and happy cout 
try, one of the most tyrannical hierar 
chies, under which a community ora 
nation ever sufiered. ‘The people ar 
not now to be told, that an extensive, 
secret, arid fanatical plan has been if 


operation during the last year, none 
out the whole of this vast nation, 





the mails on the Sabbath, or first days 
of the week. Every man, woman, and 
child in the United States, who is ca- 
pable of reading, should: read it; for, 
however many of us may have differed 
from hts views on a:recent occasion, 





I\of the Constitution, and, the free pri 





object of which was, by a simultanedvs 
effort, a clubbing together, and an ur 


near en cae 
a law, through the 
United States, contrary to the dictates 
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iplee ofour government, to make men 
w down to sectarian’ prejudice, and 
declare: what is, and what is not, the 
Sapsarn or tue Lorp. While the 
friends of free inquiry were resting 
nder the belief that their opponents 
ere acting openly, and in the face of 
»ny—while they believed« that their 
pretensions to religious honesty and 
-candour, had some foundation in truth, 
‘they have found that the thralls of 
_ Presbyterianism, and the emissaries of 
® priestcraft, have been burrowing like 
he mole, and working in the dark. to 
flect their purposes. Petitions were 
put secretly in circulation in every 
‘town, village, and hamlet in the Umi- 
“ted States. ‘They were to be found in 
the forges of Vermont, the manufacto- 
mies of Massachusetts, the flour-mills 
of New York, the tobaceo warehouses 
_of Virginia, the cotton fields of Geor- 
_ gia, and at the barbacues of Kentucky. 
~The machinery which had been set in 
motion worked like a charm. Every 
"emissary of Andover had his comple- 
ment of signers—every weak minded 
ealot unrolled his scroll and counted 
his disciples. All was prepared. Be- 
| fore the people were aware of the 
» measures in progress, the charm was 
wound up; and at the opening of the 
session of Congress, the petitions pour- 
ed in from all quarters, the lobby 
‘agents were on the ground to keep 
the outdoor machinery in order, mem- 
4 ers were pledged to their support. 
_ and the friends of true religion and 
freedom of conscience, were taken 
nprepared and unexpectedly. But 
hat was the result? The deep feel- 
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le who dare think for themselves;- 


and the sickly plant which grew in the. 
night-shade, and was cultivated in the 
dark, like the poisonous excrescence 
which flourishes only in the recesses, 
of the dungeon, withered when brought 
to the light, and shrunk into, its own 
nothingness before the bright beams 
of the noontide sun of public opimion. 
{[From.a Boston Paper.] 
Orthodor attack on Congress. 

We induiged the hope that we should 
not be called on again to introduce the 
case of orthodoxy, rersus the mail; but 
our feelings of patriotism, and respect 
for our constituted authorities, have 
been so harrowed up by the treatment 
Congress have recently received at 
the hands of our disappointed ertho- 
dox leaders, that we “feel in duty 
bound”’ to call the attention of our 
patrons once more to the arrogance 
and boldness of these men. ‘The edi- 
tor of the Christian Mirror represents 
that Congress has “ gulled’’ a great 
portion of the community. Such is 
the language which an orthodox edi- 
tor in Maine uses in relation to the 
Senate of the United States. Will the 
patrons of that paper uphold its editer 
in sucha direct and open assault upon 
the highest legislative budy in the Um- 
ted States? Is this the patriotism of 
the orthodox at the east of us? Will 
they trample the authority of Congress 
under feet, when it comes in contact 
with their sectarian plots and designs? 
The saine editor speaks of the “ gross 
inconsistencies,’ the “ unworthy im- 
putations,”’ and the “ sophistries’’ of 










g which was expenenced throughout 
> nation, on a discovery of the se- 


the Report adopted by the Senate, 
In the New York Observer, the. or- 


ret machinations which had been go- || thodox periodical of that city, language 
ing on, found vent in deep-toned and|j has appeared which manifests a still 
___®nergetic proceedings; and Congress, || more bold and desperate spirit, The 

dike faithful guardians of our liberty ofjj Editor does not hesitate to say, that 
_ _ tonscience and our civil rights, turned |] the Report is insulting! And he ex- 
_ the zealots from their door, sent thei presses his sorrow that it | “should 
ioneer agent to count his change fjhave been uttered upon the floor, of 
ney, the priést to his closet, and left {| Congress.’’ He calls it “sueh an, out- 
he fanatic to dole forth his piteous|/ rage upon all propriety; that it ought 
groans against the wickedness of al! not to have been soffered. in the Se 
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nate, withoat censure from the Presi- 
dent!” So he would have the Presi- 
dent sit as a censor apon the debates 
of the Senate, and interdict their pro-| 
ceedings at his will. Yes, and why) 
will he not give the a ee 
lete power over Congress, and bring 
ann the evils that threatened 
England in the reign of Charles 1.? 
Not fully satisfied with this, the same 
-editor says, * such abuse (speaking of 
the Report) may gratify the vulgar, 
infidel spirit which is abroad in the 
land, but it will disgust all sober and 
candid men.” Is it not astomshing 
to hear a man, so drunk with exaspe- 
ration as to attempt to defame the Se- 
nate of the United States, talk in fa- 
vour of soberness and candor? 
We would now propose the question 
with increased force, whether it is not 
apparent that the orthodox leaders in 





the United States desire to exercise 





an influence over Congress favourable 
to their religious views! And is it not 
also apparent, that some of them, at 
least, are ready to go all lengths in 
their pursuits ; and if thwarted and dis- 
appointed, to villify Congress, and pro- 
pose the passing, by the President, of 
an unconstitutional censure upon the 
deliberations of that body? We most 
solemnly and seriously believe, that 
these men are seeking eventually to 
establish orthodoxy as a national reli- 
gion: all their plans seem to be laid 
for this. They pretend to admire the 
equal liberty which is by our Consti- 
tution secured to every sect; but this 
is designed to disguise the deep laid 
plot. When they attempt any object, 
say, for instance, the stopping of the 
Mail, they plead that the public good 





a 
is, this is the only plea that will su¢. 
ceed, and cunning men know full wel 
how to avail themselves of it.. We 
will close by giving the opinion of the 
Editor of the New York Enquirer, o 
this subject. ' 
“Col. Johnson's Report, on stop 
ping the mails on Sunday, has been 
read with great approbation by al 
classes—the reasoning 1s conclusive, 
but it is not satisfactory to those, whe. 
for many months, have been actively 
engaged in committing Congress oy 
some religious points: 4t may not be 
generally known, but we state it aga 
fact, that a very extensive sect, as t 
number, wealth, and respectability, 
have had in contemplation to at 
at no distant penod, the establishment 
of a Natienal Religion; and when w 
opening wedge can be successfully en- 
tered, so as to enlist Congress in the 
project, some ulterior views may be 


exhibited.” | Trumpet. 


MR. JOHNSON’S REPORT. 

A western editor, in speaking of the 
Report, says: 

“It defines, with equal perspicuily 
and justice, the boundaries which the 
government of a free people has m0 
right to overstep. The conclusion * 
as logical as it is important, that, while 
one class of our citizens reverences the 
last day of the week, and another class 
reverences the first, ‘ the obligation of 
government is the same to both these 
classes.” And the.principle would ap 
pear equally if there were seren clas 
es, each choosing its own holy day 
So that, if government is to favor one 
by stopping our mails, and is to be mn 
































requires it, and then urge the measure 
through professed friendship to the 
nation. But is not this the plea of all 
oppressors, whether they be usurpers 
of ‘civil or ecclesiastical power? Does 
not the Popepreach that it is for the 
good ‘of the world that his. religion 
should prevail? Have not despots al- 
ways plead the good of the people as 
the object of their measures? The fact 










partial in its favors, then in sucha pe 
sible case as the one supposed, oUt 
mails would be stopped altogether.” 

Let us now hear what is said on the 
other side of the question. | In aa 
view of the Report in the «Spi 
the Pilgrims,” (printed at Boston all 
principally managed, we  believey bf 
Lyman ORT ree eS 
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“We enter upon: this. duty [ 
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ewing the Report] without delay, be- 
use the principles of the Report are 
aught with too much evil, and the 
seasonings which recommend them 
p too specious and coincident with 
pular inclination to permit the bane 
» circulate long without the antidote; 
being much easier to prevent the in- 
xluction of poison into the body po- 
)) iitic, than to expel it when it shall once 
ve obtained a brisk circulation.” 
We should remember that the Spi- 
jt of the Pilgrims at Boston, once led 
em to whip, cut off the ears, and 
ang innocent members of the Socie- 
y of Friends. We should be sorry to 
pe such a pilgrim spirit again get the 
scendency in this country. 

It is stated that upwards of three 
Million copies of Mr. Johnson’s Re- 
ort has already been printed in the 
Whited States. 
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POST OFFICE IN LONDON. 


In the late memorials to Congress 
pr stopping the mails on Sunday, great 
itress was laid on the circumstance of 
the London Post Office being closed 
n Sunday. We learn from a late 
baper that the mails run in Great 
~ aBritain, and the Post Offices are open 
> on Sundays as well as other days, ex- 
ept in London. And the reason that 
he Post Office in London is not open- 
on Sunday is because no mails are 
made up which would reach London 
on Sunday and none depart from Lon- 
lon on Sunday. ‘There are, however, 
sighteen Sunday Newspapers printed 
n London, so that the people of that 
metropolis are not lefi destitute of 





[From Priesteraft Exposed. } 

On looking over a Presbyterian 
print not long since, I noticed the fol- 
lowing: ‘* Wanted, $748,323,000* to 
regenerate the world.’”? Now I do not 
recollect to have seen in the annals 
of Calvinism, a more presumptuois 
proposition! Give us 748,323,000 dol- 
lars, say the Presbyterians, and: we 
will convERT the world! Certainly not 
to God, for that is a work of his own, 
and cannot be effected by man, nor 
bought with money, as Simon Magus 
learned much to his mortification, when 
he applied to Peter. 





[ From the same. } 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 

Primitive Christianity was preached 
**freely” according to the command of 
the blessed Jesus; ‘‘freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give;” and the Apostle Paul 
says “if an angel from heaven preach — 
other doctrine let him be accursed”! Will 
any man have the effrontery to say the 
gospel was made an engine by our Sa- 
viour and his Apostles to collect money? 
‘*To the poor the gospel is preached,” 
says our Saviour. ‘‘ These hands have 
ministered to my own necessities, 1 have 
coveted no man’s silver or gold or appa- 
rel,” says St. Paul: But what say the ad- 
vocates of priestcraft? ‘* Wanted 7 48,323,- 
000 dollars to regenerate the world.” “By 
their fruits ye shall know them.” 


[From the N. Y. Telescope.} 

More Speculation.—W hat modes of spe- 
culation have ever been devised, that have 
not been resorted to by clerical aspirants 
and their followers, to bring down disgrace 
and ignominy on the cause of the most 
High. A religious Auction Sale takes 
place regularly once or twice a year in 
many of our popular Presbyterian mect- 
ing-houses. When Kean played in Bos- 





news and intelligence on that day. 
(The mails are so arranged that all the 
news arrives at London on Saturday 
pvening, and is brought to the doors 
jof the inhabitants in their Sunday 
2ewspapers..._It isnot .therefore on 
ny religious or, conscientious grounds 
nat the Post Office in London is not 
opened On Sunday, as the memorialists 
to Congress wished, no doybt, the pub-_ 
lic 'to believe. | 












ton, we recollect the seats in the theatre 
were knocked down at a very elegant 
profit, and the proceeds appropriated to 
a beneficial purpose. So also were the 
seats in Rutgers street church, at the Jast 
sale, but we dont say any thing about the 
proceeds, or beneficial purposes—though 

. . neal Pape fo 


-* For further particulars respecting this 
immense 'sum, see an article in the Refor 
mer for March, 1822, headed *“Zion’s 
Call,” and“ Tuble of Missionary Reven- 


ue." —Ep. Rar.’ | 
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SS 
ma ersons we know pay 
tex! daaged that it is with ‘itheulty they 


can-get clothes fit to occupy it. Is it not 
crucifymg the Redeemer worse than ever 
the Jews did? The preaching of the gos- 
pel, which should be free to all, is restrict- 
ed to thase who can quit their work and 
to auction to buy a seat at the highest 

id. 


{ Brtract of a letter from Frederick Co. Bd.) 


In regard to the progress of religion 
in this county, | will transcribe a paragraph 
froma public journal—‘ Feb. 4. Mr. Bow- 
ler presented a petition from the congre- 
gation of the German Reformed Church 
at Middletown, in Frederick county, pray- 
ing that a law may be passed to authorize 
the said congregation to raise, by lottery, 
a sum of money sufficient to pay the debts 

of said congregation, incurred by the bujld- 
ing of a church for their accommodati 
which petition was referred to the com- 
mittee on ways and means.’ ”’ 


—-_--o 


[Communicated from Vhio.} 
In the county of Hamilton, Ohio, a poor 
girl was hired by a Presbyterian Minister 
to do the rongh labour of the house, and 


such ayand being baptized, ¢ 




















ht that the gif 
of God might be purch with 

This base thought at once convinced 
Apostle Peter that this pretended convey 

was yet in the gall of bitterness and ty 

bond of iniquity, and he faithfully reby. 

ked him, and exhorted him éo repent ¢& 

his wickedness. 

The same kind of wickedness, instea 
of being rebuked, is now niostly applaud. 
led, and hence, sin and iniquity are ove. 
spreading the land. For wherever th 
system of raising money under 
of spreading the gospel prone pur 
and undefiled religion soon becomes pry 
trated or destroyed, and a worldly, vain 
and fashionable religion is substituted 
place. 

But whoever from a sense of duty op 
poses these worldly and fashionable up 
dertakings for promoting religion, mug 
expect a flood of abuse and slanderom 
accusations poured out against him. Deis, 
Atheist, enemy of God, and every oppe 














brious epithet will be lavishly bestowed 
on him for honestly telling the truth, and 
if the laws of our country would permit 
stronger measures to suppress a fai 

testimony would no doubt be resorted 










after she had served the family faithfully 
for some time and had saved three dollars 
of her hard earnings, she was persuaded 
to give them all to assist in educating a 
young man that he might be prepared for 
the ministry. The girl was over persuaded 
to give the money, for which she has since 
expressed herself to be very sorry, but as 
she had no friends to counsel her, she was 
left to the mercy of the beggars who took 
Jrom her all her money. 


THOMAS ADAMS. 
Concord Baptist Association, Missouri. 


_A friend from Missouri has kindly fur- 
nished us with the Minutes of the Baptist 
Concord Association, held at Mount Nebo 
Meeting-house, in November last, by which 
we find that this Association has made the 
same stand against the missionary and oth- 
er money-begging schemes of the day that 
has been made by the Baptists in many 
other parts of the United States. 1 

Duty to Christ and his cause imperious- 
ly requires all who regard the interests of 
true christianity, to withstand the nume- 
tous plans and schemes now in operation 
for promoting the kingdom of Christ by 
the aid of money. Those. who actively 
engage in this anti-christian work, how- 
eve 
in no better condition than 
who, after professing to b 


















ber are delayed for want of 


at.may be their professions, are |} : 
Simon Magus, Third Street, 
elieve in Christ, |! supplied from the commencement of | 




















But such as truly regard the cause d 
Christ, will be willing to be denounced 
as the worst of men for the sake of pro 
moting its interests. It chiefly concem 
those therefore who hear such epithet 
and abuse to consider the source and priv 
ciple from whence they emanate and judge 
accordingly, else they may be misled an 
kept in blindness by those whose interes 
induces them to practise deception. 
The state revenue of the Catholic Clet 
gy of France is estimated at 40 millions @ 
francs, for the next year. [ Late pape. 


Stephen Cornell has been appointed a 
agent for the Reformer at Poughkeepst 
(N. Y¥.) and its vicinity. 

The sickness of our carrier the lat 
month prevented the subscribers in. 
city from being served till a late per 
We have now procured a new carrier 


trust there will be no cause for com 
hereafter. — 


Several articles prepared 





ou 


for this nuth 
room. 








ee 


The Reformer is printed on the first of ea@ 














